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Campaign to save mothers and babies
on Australia’s borderlands

A Cairns non-government humanitarian organisation is reaching out to the Queensland community
to help supply a locally-designed ‘smart first aid kit’ to impoverished communities on Papua New
Guinea’s borderlands with Australia.



RRRC Connect, the humanitarian arm of the Cairns-based Reef and Rainforest Research Centre, has
partnered with Tablelands entrepreneur Tracey Beikoff, the designer of the Rescue Swag, a self-
contained rugged first aid kit with a wide range of applications in remote and rural environments.

The partnership has launched a campaign on crowdfunding website GoFundMe to purchase and
supply 110 Rescue Swags to the community rangers in the Treaty Villages, a string of 13 small
communities along the south coast of Papua New Guinea less than five kilometres from the
northernmost islands of the Torres Strait.

Lack of basic medical facilities, doctors and roads makes in the Treaty Villages is very difficult,
especially for pregnant women, who are often forced to give birth on bare dirt floors and cut their
umbilical cords with old razor blades or slivers of bamboo and face a one-in-five rate of infant
mortality at childbirth.

The Rescue Swag is packed with medical supplies to treat injuries and make birthing safer for women
in these areas. It can even be used as a sterile surface to give birth on.

The crowdfunding campaign has already raised several thousand dollars and can be found by visiting
www.gofundme.com and searching ‘Rescue Swags for the Treaty Villages”.

Yolonde Entsch (L) from RRRC Connect and entrepreneur Tracey Beikoff (R) from Rescue Swag

RRRC Connect head coordinator Yolonde Entsch said that by contributing to the crowdfunding
campaign, the Cairns community would be helping save the lives of women and babies in
communities very close to them.

“The Treaty Villages are actually Australia’s nearest neighbours and women there really need our
help,” she said.


http://www.gofundme.com/

“Cairns has already proven that it’s the home of a very supportive community and if they can get
behind this campaign they can save the lives of women and their children.”

Tracey Beikoff said the Rescue Swag was well-suited for conditions in the Treaty Villages.

“The whole product is designed to be very rugged to stand up to bush conditions here in Australia
and that’s quite similar to the environments in the Treaty Villages,” she said.

“They aren’t just dealing with a lack of safe birthing environments, there’s also regular first aid
needed for injuries like snake bites, broken bones and lots of other injuries.

“The Rescue Swag is set up to provide assistance with all of that and can make a massive difference
on the ground in these communities.”

RRRC Connect’s previous effort to help the Treaty Villages was the highly successful ‘Linen Drive’ late
last year, in which they aimed to fill a shipping container with linen donated from the Cairns
community and supply it to the Treaty Villages.

That campaign was an overwhelming success, with enough linen donated to fill six shipping
containers.
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